
Essential Question
Is Full-Day Kindergarten in the best 
academic, social, and emotional 
interest of our students?

Research methods and 
findings
The committee determined the best 
approach to answering this question 
would be to utilize these four 
research methods: literature review, 
achievement data review, perceptual 
data review, and site visits to local 
schools offering Full-Day Kindergarten 
programs. The committee found that 
a Full-Day Kindergarten program 
increased academic performance, 
but also impacted a student’s ability 
to develop deeper friendships, 
confidence and self-esteem. 

Programmatically, a Full-Day  
Kindergarten program also allowed  
for these opportunities: 

� Daily reading, writing, math, free 
choice time, recess

� Science and social studies content 
exploration

� Developmentally appropriate play-
based learning

� Fine and gross motor skill 
development

� Increased independence 
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“Instructing more 

rigorous learning 

standards in a 

developmentally 

appropriate way 

requires more time 

than is available in a 

half-day program.” 

- PCSD Kindergarten Teacher
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Full-Day 
Kindergarten Study
A Community Decision

Watch: “A Day in the Life of  
a PCSD Kindergartener” at  
www.pittsfordschools.org 

The Community’s Decision
In the spring of 2016, PCSD will conduct a survey in an effort to obtain concluding community feedback 
regarding the overall level of support for a Full-Day Kindergarten program. Results of the survey are expected 
to be shared with the community in June/July. 

This program will NOT be a part of the May 2016 budget vote. In the event that community support is 
favorable, Full-Day Kindergarten would be implemented in the 2017-2018 school year, at the earliest.

If you would like more detailed information about the committee work and research conducted on the PCSD 
Full-Day Kindergarten program, please visit www.pittsfordschools.org and select the Quick Link on the left side 
of the homepage titled “Full-Day K Study.”
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Data and research show that first grade students without a Full-Day 
Kindergarten program demonstrate a dip in academic achievement, 
eventually made up, but not until third grade. The implications of this 
dip could have lasting effects on a student’s confidence, approach to 
school, and love of learning. Also found, starting in first grade, students 
attending a half-day kindergarten program demonstrate lower-than-
expected foundational reading skills.

What does it take to catch up?

Essential Question
Does our community support 
the implementation of a Full-
Day Kindergarten and with what 
contingencies, if any?

Ultimately, the installation of a 
Full-Day Kindergarten program 
in the PCSD is the community’s 
decision. For this reason, the 
Communication Committee 
reached out to the PCSD 
stakeholder groups to gauge 
the community’s support for a 
Full-Day Kindergarten program. 
Support for Full-Day Kindergarten 
was high among all stakeholder 
groups including residents, 
parents and staff. However, there 
were concerns about the costs 
associated with instituting  
this program.
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Community Feedback
Stakeholders, in general, 
support implementation

 8:30  Arrival

 8:40  Pledge

 8:45  English

 9:05  Calendar

 9:15  Brain Gym

 9:25  Reading

 9:35  Writing

 10:00  Math

 10:05  Snack

 10:15  Choice

 10:30  Library

 11:00  Packup

 11:15  Alphabet

 11:20  Dismissal
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Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System

Students Receiving Reading Support

Projected enrollments 

show that redistricting 

is NOT necessary if Full-

Day Kindergarten is 

implemented.

Essential Questions
What are the short- and long-term cost considerations for the operation 
of a Full-Day Kindergarten program; including impact on the local levy? 
Where would a Full-Day Kindergarten be housed and at what cost and 
impact to existing programs?

Using two proven estimation methods, the 
enrollment for a Full-Day Kindergarten program 
was determined. From that enrollment data, 
staffing projections were made.

Further estimates were made based on industry 
standards for space, transportation, classroom 
start-up costs (furniture, materials, supplies), 
and recurrent costs. These expenses were then 
added to the staffing cost estimates and current NYS Aid formulas to 
predict the funding necessary to launch a Full-Day Kindergarten program 
in the PCSD. 

Financial Investment

Estimated 
Expenditure

 
$2 million per year

year-over-year

Revenue

$685,000 one-time 
NYS aid to start-up 

program

Local Property 
Taxes

Using current NYS 

Aid formulas, it is 

estimated the impact 

on the average PCSD 

homeowner with a 

$250,000 full-value 

assessed home would 

be $200-$250 per year. 

Annual estimated tax 

impact will decline 

as NY State Aid is 

actualized and start-up 

costs are absorbed.

98% of 
NYS school 

districts have 
Full-Day 

Kindergarten

19.35 Full-time  
Employees Needed

9 Classroom Teachers

9 Educational Assistants

1.35 Full-time Employee 
Special Area Teachers
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Staffing Summary


